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(1) I now understand why the Royal Boy is in good humour always: it is

delightful to be a perit roi. However if 1 am not a success on Monday I shall

be wretched. (From a letter to Mrs George Lewis Between 3 and 7 January
1882)

(2) The hall had an audience larger and more wonderful than even Dickens had.
I was recalled and applauded and am now treated like the Royal Boy. I have

several “Harry Tyrwhitts™ as secretaries. One writes my autographs all day
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for my admirers, the other receives the flowers that are left really every ten
minutes. A third whose hair resembles mine is obliged to send off locks of his
own hair to the myriad maidens of the city, and so is rapidly becoming bald.
[**]I bow graciously and sometimes honour them with a royal observation,
which appears next day in all the newspapers. (From a letter to Mrs George

Lewis Circa 15 January 1882)
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(3) I have something to say to the American people, something that I know will
be the beginning of a great movement here, and all foolish ridicule does a
great deal of harm to the cause of art and refinement and civilization here.

[---TYou have to speak of the life of action, I of the life of art. Our subjects

are quite distinct and should be kept so. (From a letter to Archibald Forbes
20 January 1882)

(4) Those foolish and lying telegrams are sent by Archibald Forbes , who, merely

because his lectures are now a failure, revenges himself on me because I am

thought a greater attraction, but they do not in any way mirror the feeling of

the people of America, who have received me with love and courtesy and
hospitality. Nothing could be more generous than their treatment of me, or
more attentive than my audiences. Even the papers, though venal and vile,
and merely the mouthpieces of the slanderer, often repent and write sensibly

about me[ -] (From a letter to Helen Sickert Circa 10 April 1882)
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(5) So every day I see something curious and new, and now think of going to
Japan and wish Walter would come or could come with me. (From a letter to

Helena Sickert 25 April 1882)

(6) 1 wish I could be in London to show you a few houses and a few men and
women, but I will be in Japan, sitting under an almond tree, drinking amber-
coloured tea out of blue and white cup, and contemplating a decorative

landscape. (From a letter to Frances Richards Circa 16 May 1882)

(7) Iam just off to the Art Schools and the University . Tonight I lecture as usual,
will be home I don't know when. I must go to Japan, and live there with
sweet little Japanese girls. (From a letter to Norman-Forbes-Robertson 25

May 1882)

(8) You dear good—for-nothing old Dry—point! Why do you not write to me?
Even an insult would be pleasant, and here am I lecturing on you, see penny
rag enclosed, and rousing the rage of all the American artists by so doing.

[*--]Also when will you come to Japan? Fancy the book, I to write it, you to

illustrate it. We would be rich. (From a letter to James McNeill Whistler  ?
June 1882)

(9) When I had the privilege of dining with you you spoke to me, if I remember

right, of Professor Morse, the Japanese traveller. As I am going to Japan
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myself it would be of great service to me to get any instructions or letters
from him which would enable me to see their method of studying art, their

schools of design and the like.[--*]I am so anxious to see the artistic side of

Japanese life that T have ventured to trespass on your courtesy. I have just
returned from the South and have a three-weeks holiday before Japan, and so
find it not unpleasant to be in this little island where idleness ranks among the

virtues. (From a letter to Charles Eliot Norton =~ Circa 15 July 1882)
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(10) All good plays are a combination of the dream of a poet and that practical
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knowledge of the actor which gives concentration to action, which intensifies
situation, and for poetic effect, which is description, substitutes dramatic
effect, which is Life. I have much to talk to you about, having thought much
since I saw you of what you could do in art and for art. I want you to rank

with great actresses of the earth. (Early September 1882)

(11) 1f you desire, as I feel that you at any rate do, to create an era in the history
of American dramatic art, and to take your assured rank among the great
artists of our time, here is the opportunity : and remember we live in an
age when without art there is really no success, financial or otherwise.
(September 1882)

(12) Here is an opportunity of doing something fine in art and I think if you do
not avail yourself of it to the full you will be missing a chance such as may

not occur again[-*-] (? October 1882)
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