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She stood on the platform watching the receding train. A few bushes hid the
curve of the line; the white vapour rose above them, evaporating in the pale
evening. A moment more and the last carriage would pass out of sight. The
white gates swung forward slowly and closed over the line.

An oblong box painted reddish brown and tied with a rough rope lay on
the seat beside her. The movement of her back and shoulders showed that the
bundle she carried was a heavy one, the sharp bulging of the grey linen cloth
that the weight was dead. She wore a faded yellow dress and a black jacket
too warm for the day. A girl of twenty, short, strongly built, with short, strong
arms. Her neck was plump, and her hair of so ordinary a brown that it passed
unnoticed. The nose was too thick, but the nostrils were well formed. The
eyes were grey, luminous, and veiled with dark lashes. But it was only when
she laughed that her face lost its habitual expression, which was somewhat
sullen; then it flowed with bright humour. She laughed now, showing a white
line of almond-shaped teeth. (Moore 1)
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Awhile ago there was a young man dwelling in a great and goodly city by
the sea which had to name Langton on Holm. He was but of five and twenty
winters, a fair-faced man, yellow-haired, tall and strong; rather wiser than
foolisher than young men are mostly wont; a valiant youth, and a kind; not
of many words but courteous of speech; no roisterer, nought masterful, but
peaceable and knowing how to forbear: in a fray a perilous foe, and a trusty
war-fellow. His father, with whom he was dwelling when this tale begins, was
a great merchant, richer than a baron of the land, a head-man of the greatest
of the Lineages of Langton, and a captain of the Porte; he was of the Lineage
of the Goldings, therefore was he called Bartholomew Golden, and his son
Golden Walter. (Morris, Wood 1)
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