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Yes, Ernest: the contemplative life, the life that has for its aim not doing but 

being, and not being merely, but becoming-that is what the critical spirit 

can give us .... We might make ourselves spiritual by detaching ourselves 

from action, and become perfect by the rejection of energy .... To us, at any 

rate, the BIOL'. 0EQPHTIKOL [BIOS THEORETrKOS, contemplative 

life l is the true ideal. From the high tower of Thought we can look out at the 

world. Calm, and self-centred, and complete, the aesthetic critic contemplates 

life .... 12 
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